Dear Richmond Consolidated School Community,
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, was enacted on March 11, 2021. The ARP Act provides
additional funding for school districts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Education portion of ARP is known as the
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER III or ARP ESSER) Fund. The purpose of the ESSER III fund is
to support the safe reopening and sustaining safe operations of schools while meeting students' academic, social, emotional, and
mental health needs resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Massachusetts' ARP ESSER (ESSER III) plan was approved by
the U.S. Department of Education on July 7, 2021. Richmond Consolidated School subsequently submitted its application for
American Rescue Plan FY22 ESSER III grant funds (Fund Code 119) to the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education. The application was approved on November 3, 2021. The ESSER III program runs through September
30, 2024, at which time all ESSER funds are to have been utilized. In compliance with the United States Department of
Education, Norwell Public Schools has posted its ESSER III Use of Funds and Implementation Plan on the website. The plan
may be viewed bellow.

Plan for the Use of ESSER III Funds:
The United States Department of Education (USED) is requiring two plans for all recipients of ESSER III funds:
1) A plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services
The requirements for this plan is likely met by your District Reopening Plan submitted to DESE in August of 2020, along with any
subsequent amendments (see Tab 3 Assurances). It will need to be revisited and revised as necessary every 6 months, including soliciting
stakeholder input and considering changes to CDC guidance.
2) A plan for the Use of ESSER III Funds based on broad stakeholder input, and addressing the following:
o The district’s prevention and mitigation strategies including extent district has adopted CDC recommendations (Step 4.4)
o How the district will use its 20% reservation of ESSER III funds to address loss of instructional time with evidence-based
interventions (Step 4.2 and Tab 6 Budget)
o How the district will spend the remainder of ESSER III funds for allowable expenditures (Tab 5) and budget (Tab 6)
o How the use of ESSER III funds will respond to the academic, social emotional and mental health needs, of all students, especially
those disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic (Tab 4.2, Tab 4.3) including:
§ Students from low-income families
§ Students of color
§ English learners
§ Students with disabilities
§ Students experiencing homelessness
§ Students in foster care
§ Migratory students
§ Students who are incarcerated
§ Other underserved students
This application, when fully and thoughtfully completed, along with your District Reopening Plans, will constitute the plans required by USED.
These plans must be published on your website and must be accessible to families in a language they understand, either translated in writing or
orally, as well as in an accessible format for those with disabilities.
You should expect that DESE will be collecting data and other information from you as a result of implementation of your plans and use of ESSER
funds.

